
Archaeologist Digs Into the
Mounds of Prehistoric
Americans and Learns

About Their Habits of Living
Fxnlndes Old Fllaries.

B Making the old Missourlans turn
over in their graves Is what Gerard

B Fowke, archeologlcal expert of the
H Missouri Historical Society. Is do- -

1 Ing
H Not only he making tip m

turn over, but he is digging them
V up. hide, hones and nil. and plac- -
M Ing them on exhibition. And lncl- -

Tf dentally while doing this he 19 ex
V ploding theories which have been
H pet fireside tales for years. How- -

h eer. Fowke doesn't care Arehe- -

olog la his hobby, and digging up
H. graves Is ii speci.ilt with him
H These graves, however, arc not

those of our own aneesters, made
H sacred by the funeral rites and
H headstones and all the pomp and

ceremony of an honest-to-goo- d mtss
H cemetery. Nobody knows who's

.'Sjl buried in them, as there are no p.ir- -

Hj ish records. They are not set asl le
?Jv as places to be passed with a light

tred, but they form part and par-e- el

of the farm lands of Missouri.
In short, they are ttie graves of

Vjjl the Indian tribes that once inhab- -

'3 'ted the State
faljji And the pet theories that Fowke
rsaS exploded are that an ancient race

j dubbed "Mound Builders"- erected
J them, and also that onr on a time

- 4 they wpre used as undergroiir.il
I house h the Indiana. Both of

these stories have been told until
they arc Implicitly believed by

7 thousands of people.
'J Fowke s explorations however,
J which covered a period of two
4 p years, during which he fully ex- -
J plored more than 200 mounds, have

,:,J proven that thej are nothing more
nor less than primitive burying
places, large and small according

M o the number of bodies the Indians
nad saved up for their Interment,nB festival.

Tnr't isn't a joke.. They really
5l did it. They would lay away body
H ' after body until they had n good

I sized collection, and then with the
I tom-tom- s beating and the medicineB m men howling and the squaws weep- -
"51 Jn? they either Incinerated the
jm bodies and dumped the ashes into

tn open graves, or burned them
S In the vaults; burled tho unburned
H bodies without a coffin.

Wt But to begin at the beginning. .

- Si These graves, as Fowke discovered.
3 nad their origin in Missouri, and

: J! aro a distinct departure from the
,f former habits of the Indians when' ;3 tne-- d,d not Hv West of the Mls- -
'M 8lslppl.
M Originally the Missouri Indians.m the great Siouxan fanmlly, lived In

. m the East, and for some reason or
II other migrated westward. In the

I H heavy Eastern forests they laid
I 1& their dead on the ground, or In

M shallow graves, and covered them9 with earth or stone so the beasts9 could not reach them.H Came the migration. The Sioux- -

Jn ans poured slowly from the Allan--
tlc Coast through tho Ohio and

." fl Kanawha valleys, and reached tho
mouth of tho Ohio River. There

jH they divided, some going up thyj Mississippi and others down.
;W The tribe going northward, the

' :JH Omaha or "Upstreamers," lived
. jB for several generations on and near

tne sU of St. Louis The combina-"i- S

tlon of fertile land, numerous
streams and broken country made.jH the location ideal, from an Indian

I'V'W point of view, but the roving spirit
:Si Anally prevailed, and thoy broke

i;eM away again, following the diver- -
W'Jm Pent streams ajong their courses,
:"tH and finally reached the regions
I "VH where they were found by the
t&'fl whites.
b&jJH Among the tribes to Journey from
jgjBj Missouri were the Sioux, the Mls- -

eoiiria. tho Osages, the Kaws (Kan-L.,:'3- B

"ss Iowas, Otoes and various oth- -

J&S era. Including the one which re- -

jjofl talned the name "Omaha."
MHi In Missouri and westward they
SgH evolved the Idea of the burial
pfrfll vaults, an elaboration of the simple
SHI stone Wet-gra- Tho course of
HH the tribes may be followed along
HH the Missouri River from the mouth
HHl of the Gasconade to the north and

west by the location of thesoHH graves. Some have been found In
Hi Kansas, some are reported in Okla- -

homa and somo In Northeastern
11 Missouri. The farther west theV better their achltecture, showing

how the aborigines improved with
practice.

H The few large mounds in the
vicinity of St-- Louis were erected

j by the Mound Builders, probably
off shoots from tribes along tho

lower Mississippi The burial
mounds are much smaller, but far
more numerous As yet every ob-
ject obtained from them Is of In-

dian manufacture, showing that
they were built before either the
French or the Spaniards made their
explorations: otherwise they would
have yielded articles procured
from these people

The construction of these graves
Is peculiar In Itself. The Indians
collected all the flat stones they
could find within a onvenlent dis-
tance, urul put then together In a
four-side- d enclosure They left .1

passageway for entrance and then
bore In the bn'.'le.s. When the burial
rites were concluded they filled the
passage with earth and stones, and
then heaped earth over all.

On two occasions Fowko discov-
ered double-decke- r mounds, one
grave on top of another, but there
arc only these t' on ,

one in Missouri and one In Ohio,
v here the original mound was used
a second time Many of tho skele-
tons found were those of children,
showing that comparatively few of
tho Indians reached maturity. Sel-
dom, however. vt thre any
traces of the tribesmen having been
slain In battle.

Deducing facts from the skelet-
on- however, Is one of the most
difficult tilings to do, as the damp
soil b.is crumbled away even the
bones and teeth of the bodies, and
of those that are left in many
cases the slightest touch will crum-
ble them tr. fragments In connec-tlo- n

with the bones there 1h an-
other interesting fairy tale that
Fowke has exploded.

It has long been the custom to
tell grewsomo tale9 of how tho In-
dians practiced cannibalism, eating
their war prisoners and occasional-
ly their fellow tribesmen. To prove
theso stories men pointed to the
tooth marks on tho bones, which,
as a fact, had been gnawed. Hut
Fowke discovered, running from
the graves, tho tunnels of field
mice, which had used the bones for
whetstones for their teeth, after
the custom of all rodents. Th
scratches left by their sharp In-

cisors have been pointed to as the
marks of flint knives.

The articles found In the graves,
burled after the custom of the In-
dians, show the Jlfe of the particu-
lar locality. Clay vessels and per-
manent digging tools donoto a per-
manent illago; tomahawks, spear-
heads denote a hunting encamp-
ment, and knives, pipes and articles
for display and personal adorn-
ment denote either.

In building tho vaults tho In-
dians In nearly every case gave
the Interior faces an outwardslope, making the graves larger at
the top than ut bottom This,
probably was done Intentionally, to
prevent tho wall from falling la.ward, a strong backing of earth
holding it up on the exterior. In
some of the mounds examined,
however, it was found that tho
builders could lay the stones ver-
tically if thev so desired.
PECULIAR .METHODS
TO STRENGTHEN GRAVES.

Never was there any effort madeto break joints, or to interlock atcorners; when a stono was ready
it was placed where needed, re-
gardless of the position of theothers. With all tholr experience
the builders apparently never
learned how to strengthen thestructure by arranging the coursesdifferently.

Tne pottery saved by Fowke fromthe mounds ls limited In quantity,
due to the corroding influence of thewet soil, rude in finish, and, as arule, in fragments. All tho vesselsare wide-mouth- pots of mediumor small size; nearly all show traces
of use over fire. With the exception
of two specimens tho clay s tem-pered with coarse shells, and thewalls are moderately thick. Therims of most of them are narrowupright or slightly reearved, andsome are crimped on the marginpresumably with the finger nailRudely modeled loop handles con-
nect the rims with tho bodies frf thevessels, and In a few specimen aslight projection takes the place ofthe handle. The somewhat globular
bodies are occasionally decorated ina rude fashion, with patterns con-sisting of Incised lines and indenta-tions, and many of them show im-
pressions ot cloth, pressed down on

thorn to prevent them from cracking
w h lie drying.

On a few vessels the designs aro
Impressed, rather than cut. while
others arc excavated, as with a
fifouge. The instrument employed.
Fowke thinks, probably wan either
the leg bone of a turkey or of a
deer.

The methods of burial, as a rule,
show but little reverence for the
dead. Two stages of culture are
shown, and more than one period of
occupancy of the surrounding lands,
but it Is impossible to determine the

GERARD FOWKE and scenes of his investigations.

boundaries and periods of time.
The report of the examination of

three mounds, found on a farm,
will Khe an Idea of the contents of
the structures

One of them measured thirty-seve- n

feet in dl ameter and three feot In
beisht. On tho bottom, near tbe cut-
er, lay a number of bones, of which
only four could be identified. The

only Implement found In this mound
as a rotigh flint knife, lying lOOie

in the earth. The second mound was
forty-thre- e feet In diameter and flvo
feet high. One skull was found, with
several other bones Impossible of
identification. Tn the center, occu-
pying a space of one by three feet,
were the charred bones. In very
Bmall fragments, of three persons.

Among these remains were a bon
and claw of a panther. All were
covered ulth much burned earth.
mingled with charcoal and soil, as

If the debris of the funeral pyre had
been thrown in on them.

Tho third mound was much
larger th.m the others. Seven feet
from the center and a foot above
the bottom, was found a confused
mass of skulls, and bones of the
hips, aims and legs from half a
dozen bodies. Other skulls were
found scattered through the
mound There were no small bones,
however, and the long bones were
crumbling But little pottery was
found here.

Wot far from these three mounds
a lodge site, or permanent camp of
the Indians, was examined. Here
fragments of pottery and flint chips
were unearthed In large quantities,
but at no point wero they burled
deeply.
SPACE INSIDE IS
RECTANGULAR IN FORM.

One of six mounds examined, a
little further to the west, yielded
m my interesting relics and facts.

This mound was 6 feet high and
was 4". to 50 feet wide. When dig-

ging stones wero soon encountered,
extending from the bottom to with-
in a foot of the top. At first view
these appeared to be plied at ran-
dom, as part of tho mound, but
when all the earth had been re-

moved they were found to cover
approximately a rectangular space.

On the center, and toward the
"'Hh margin, were areas free From
stones. Upon examination there
disclosed the interior of a uH,
or chamber, made of slabs roughly
laid up. IS In a foundation or cl-l-

wall, the bottom layer resting
on tho natural surface. The in-

terior of this vault measures 7

by 4V2 feet.
At th middle of the vault was

n Single row of stones extending
thre feet. All of these were rest-
ing on a mass of burned earth a
foot thick which extended to tho
west end of the vault; the condi-
tion of the deposit was not due to
a fire having been made there '.he
earth having been brought In fron
the outside

Beneath this berned layer wero
remains of a closely folded skele-
ton. Beyond the limits of the
burned earth a body, 01 skeleton,
probably that of a child, but

that of a young person, hod
been placed. East of these were
found other bones.

On the original surface three more
bodies, extended, had been placed,
covered with a foot of earth, upon
which, in turn, at least two others
had been in turn placed anJ cov
ered. One skeleton of each burial
'ay so close to the wall of the vault
that fragments of bone were forced
Into the crevices. Tho only evi-
dences of these burials were a num-
ber of fragments of long bones.

AH through the mound other
bones were discovered, without any-
thing by which to trace them.

Another mound yielded up many
skeletons interesting from the point
of view of the archeologist. A cen-
tral enclosure six by nine feet proved
to be the vault, and In it, a foot be-
low the top of the mound, was found
a skull a foot lower came two
skeletons, extended, with their heads
toward the east, while at various
points, nine or ten Inches under
each, were found the remains of
nine more skeletons. It was esti-
mated, though each pile of bones
may have contained the remains of
more than one person.

In Mvo different places were smallfragments of partially cremated
human bones. Including all parts of
' frame. The remains of one In-
fant had been cremated; the residuehaving been laid together in a littlepile about tho color of wood ashes.M,st of the remains, however, re-
sembled charcoal.

One of these deposits was of spe-
cial interest because of an attempt
to place the partially Incineratedfragments in their proper relativepositions on and In contact with an-
other body or perhaps a skeleton
In which tho cartilages still held theframe firmly together at the timeof Interment. The skeleton lay atfull length, on the natural surface,with the head toward the east.

The bones of one foot, except thetoes, and a portion of the lower leg
of the partially cremated skeletonthough burned black eptirelv
through, were found In nearly theirnatural order, as if the flesh hadbaked or hardened In the fire suf-
ficiently to hold them together un-
til thoy Wer? jaJ(J on corp9e orskeleton previously placed on theground.

In the south vajl of this vaultvaa a doorway thirty-on- e inches
V10O at the top and f.fteen at thetottom, tnese dimensions affording.Vldepce that the vault had beencompleted first and the remainsarrled in, rnthor than the vaultlaving been built up around theoodles. Further proof of this is at--

forded by the frequent discovery of
fragments of bones crowded Into the
crevices by the settling of earth I

which lay around and over them.
UpOn the banks of tho Missouri

River was discovered an old fort,
used as a residence and for purposes 1

of defense by the Indians. It ls high
on the bluffs above the river, a com-
manding situation, which mado it
almost impregnahlo to the methods
of attack known In that day.
DESCENDS FROM OLD
FAMILY FROM ENGLAND.

The wall ls protected on the ex-

terior by a complicated arrange-
ment of minor embankments and
trenches, but the sides of theso
could not be made so stcop, nor of
sufficient height nor depth with the
amount of earth available as to
balk a determined enemy,

Resident? In the vicinity who
were familiar with the work before
it was disturbed state that original-
ly there existed an interior ditch all
around except at the entrances All
around the fort are mounds, filled
with rich deposits of relics, which
probablv were constructed by the
occupants of the village.

The timber and brush on the hllN
sid( s of thc fort were cleared away,
and the ground put under cultlva- - W
tlon. As a result the ditch was filled
In for Its entire length, and wholly
Obliterated in some sections.

When Fowke examined the work f
It was necessary to clear away every f
foot of the place with ax, scythe ;

and knife, owing to the rank growth
of tho vegetation Xot tho sllshtest I
evidence of palisades was found, I
though special search was made
for it.

Fowke now Is In charge of lh r
archaeological exhibit of the Mis- - 6
sourl Historical Society in St. Louis. 1
and Is sent out frequently by the fe

members of the society to look Into ft
a rchaeologlcal finds throughout the f
State.

He has given his life to the work, 1
breaking into It when a boy In Ken- - jr.
tucky N'ear his home there were g
the famous Indian burying grounds m
on th Ohio ni' cr and he early was Ml

seized with the relic craze jp

While he was teaching ? ho-.- l his ,(
fame reached the Smithsonian Tn- -
sfltute and he was commissioned to ia
examine finds all over the United Uj
States. Another society then eent
him to Siberia to search for traces
connecting the Siberian natives with Wm

Ihe American Indians. On thU trip E
he traveled 700 miles In an openH
boat, being swamped several times JK
and mining all his photographs. HeJE
was compelled to even sleep In the sb'
boat for fear of the convicts on theS
banks of the rlrver. $

Fowke b. n bachelor and Is 58 '..

years obi. He Is In the seventh gen- - W

eratlon of lineal descendants of CoVE
Gerard Fowke, a Virginian settler j
near Norfolk and the builder of
Ounsten Hall near that city. Col- - B!
one Fowke fought with Charles I C
at Worcester and on the defeat and ,

prescript Ion of that monarch fled j, y
to the colonic;-- . AftT the restora- -
tlon he was rewarded with large
grants of land by Charles IT ,J0

" u.
An old cavalry horse was in th ji

shafts, and the offh er was In a CJoj

hurry Taklncr the reins from the
driver, he shouted "Charge'" and
away the animal sallord. stopping?

dead when he reached the barracks
at the word "Halt!" l(d

The next morning an Englishman U

wanted to catch the boat from the
quay, and the driver said, 'Shure.
your honor, there uin't a horse In (Caij,

ould Ireland who can so so fast." t

He cracked his whip and shouted ftl

"Charge"' and away the horse
went. hoi

Nearlng the uuav, Pat yelled:
'Jump, for heav.n's sake. I've At

forgotten tho password'"
ifcrfc

A little girl who had a live ban- - tfcj

fam presented to her was dlsap-point- ea

at the smallnes" of the tlrat jjl'
egg laid by the lard. Her ideal

rue was that of ilu- ostrich, a sped- -

men ot" .v hl h was on a table in the "a j(
drawing room, or.- day the ostrich Ajioj

w.,s mbsinK- from' Its accus- - Jlfoi

turned place. It was subsequently to

found m-a- the spot where the ban-ta- m

nested, and on it was stuck a (

piec e of paper with '.he w ords:
'Something like this please. M h

Keep on trv ing " J t
JH

Muriatic acid wIM remove oil
stains from cement floors when ro- - ls
pairs :ire to he made.

The Government of Paraguay lh,

has contracted for the erection Of
ten wireless stations.

One of the new electric heaimg 0(1,

p.ids is cii ign to be fastened un- - Bbpi
der the carpet In a room. W Ch

That e. ess!-- t 'iking is a dan- - T
gerous disease la a iiieory pjiianrd m (

'
by a JtytyBlan .scb-'iitls- t.


